elbowrne is a beautiful city

I winter, | |'l|." ]l.'.lﬂ;'“ Trees

in the formal, English-stvle

gardens ringmg the ¢ty

contrast starkly against
[requeent clear, crisp blue skies. On overcast
davs, the grey of the sky fits the bluestone
palette of the buildings and streets, Even the
winter dress of passers-by seems stvled to suil
the colours of the city,

Not that it's thar cold here. (Expect winter
davtime temperatures around 14°C and nights
down to abwun 620 ) I just seems chilly when
you're comparing Melbourne with, sav, Cairns
in tropical north Cueensland, or Rroome in
the sweltering north of Western Australia, No
need for elegant woollen coats there

No need in warmer climates for a glass of
vt red wine, a melt-in-vour-mouth briise
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Hot AUQUST nignts

and a rich, chocolatey dessert. Mo need at all
fior fooad and drink like that in front of a wasty
open fire. Thank goodness for Melbourne
weather, then.

[f an evening by an open fire in o world
class restaurant sounds to vou like a wonderful
way 1o experience this beautiful city in winter,
read on. There's a wealth of warming winter

i eve. And that's just tor starters.

Fire by the bay

The Baths

251 The Esplanade, Brighton,

Tel: 9539 7004,
wiww.middlebrightonbaths.coman

New name, new chel and owner and new food
for a Melbourne bavside fivournite this winter.
The Baths, formerdy kinewn as the Middle
Brighton Baths, sit right on Port Phillip Bay,

Donna Coutts takes a table fireside for some of Melbourme

s best winter dining

Watch the ships and vachts go by whatever
the weather; cosy up by the fire for a4 pre-diner
drmk in winter. Chel and owner Paul Raynm
comcentrates an local seasonal produce for his

European-inspired mem,

Hot in the Middle East

Mecca Bah

333 New Quay Promenade. Docklands.

Ted: S6ed2 1300,

v meccabah.comau

Arrive carly 1o watch the setting sun compete
for attention with the fames of the open fire,
And with a no-reservation policy, early is the
best way to be. It's a spectacular spot here
overhanging the water, Moorish interior
modern Middle Eastern food and the warmth
of the fire are enowgh 10 spice up anyone’s
WITET evenimng.

For ski bunnies, in St Kilda

Veludo

175 Ackand Streeet, St Kilda

lek 9534 4456, wwwaveludocom.au

One loval reviewer described Veludo's massive

granite fireplace as giving this wine bar an

apres-ski Hugh Hefner vibe, Whinever gets

vou hopping. I posing by the heanth makes
vous hungry, there's always a lavish tapas platter
ar i wapvu burger with free-ramge eg and
hand-cut chips, Well-priced, well-made food
at this 5t Kilda Gvourite.

Flames trees

Botanical

168 Dhovimain R, South Yarra

Tiel: 98 20 7888, wwwihebotanical.com.ain
The Botanical has Bong been ot the top of
Melbourme's fine-dining tree. The restaurant
and bar s beawtitul o ook o, the food 15
govrpcoins and the setting by the Roval Botanic
Gardens one of the <ity’s best. What more
cottled vou want on a cold winter's evening?

An open fire in the bar, of conrse,

French flame

Libertine

00 Victorma Street, North Melboume,

Tel: 9329 5228,
wwwlibertinedinmg.com.au

Libertine has it all - French Provincial-styvle

food, romantic French décor, sexy French
music. And 1o top it off, something no
restaurant in Friance can manage - an inner
Melbwime location. They celebmite wintes
with gusto here, Warm up by the fire and sk
it 525 cassoulet on Wednesday mighis,
Bring vour own wine on Thursday nights.

Or go the whole hog and order roast suckling
page o 10 served 3 L Normande (vou must

book one week ahead).

Slick flickering

Sloaney Pony

| Crockiond Steeet, Port Melbourne

[iel: 9615 2503,

wwwsloaneypony.com

[he old Fountain Inn hotel metamorphosed

it Shoaney Pomy last vear, immediately

impressing with high-quality, familiar
Evropean brasserie-style food. Melbourne's
Herahd Saoi restamrant reviewer Stephen
Dieowwnves was so mipressed by the whole
package (very impressed by the comlortable
chairs amd gorgeois décor = the restaurant
space is sumptoous) he gave it 17720 i s firsg

fiew weeks. And he's o hard marker,

Sure-fire bar

Lamaro's

XT3 LCecil Street. South Melbourne

Tel: S0eM) 3737

L1 '-'-"-'-'.|-|||-'||'|T| VATV

Fhis has 10 be one of Melbourne's pretticst
locations for a pulbs: across the road from a park
arwd surrounded by grand Victorian terrdes.
B it's oot the location Chat hos made this
removated puby one of Melbourne's Bvourite
bistros, Melbourne daily newspaper the Heralid
Soeee marmed Bt best pub brasseric in 2008, Bu
don't get the wrong idew A pub in Melbourne
i 2009 ix as Hikely to Boase a Lop restimmant is
it s 1o be a neighbourhood watering hold, The
food is refined comemporary, with influences
fress Asiaand laly, which doesn't seem like an
oadd mateh an all when vou have one of these
dishes i front of vouw, And it vou're feeling the
cole; warm up by the bearth i the bar, in one
ol twio private diming roams or in the

restaurant

Rural fire brigade

Lake House

kang Street, Davlestond.

fek: 5348 3329,

www lakehouse.coman

Lake House ofien tops the hst as Victona’s best
regioml restavrant. The modern regional food
1% excquisite, the wine list s won every award
there is and so have the staf)

Phouigl it's two howrs” deive nocth-west of
Melbowrne, there's more than enough o do il
vou head off up the highway for a day or twoin
the arest, Yoou can stav at Lake House, And vou'll
et every meal you can al Lake House, And
you Il warm vourself by the fire at Lake House
Bt in yourr spare time you can ¢heck out the
antique shops, cafés, restaurants, gilleries and
world-famous spas around Davlesford and

Hepburn Spritis.
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